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For Poisons Information Call
Australia 131 126

New Zealand 0800 764 766

OVER nomogram 
treatment line

Activated Charcoal* Measure serum 
paracetamol level 
within 4-8 hours 
of ingestion

Commence 
NAC infusion

1

* Cooperative adult patients who have potentially ingested greater than 10g or 200mg/kg, whichever is less

UNDER nomogram 
treatment line

Medical treatment 
not required

No further 
treatment required

Continue NAC 
and monitor

Measure ALT at 
end of NAC infusion

Continue NAC 
infusion

Commence NAC 
infusion

Plot serum 
paracetamol level 
on nomogram

Plot serum 
paracetamol level 
on nomogram

Measure serum 
paracetamol level 
& ALT
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UNDER treatment line
or >24hrs post OD

ALT normal

STOP NAC

NO

ALT normal

NO

No further 
investigations required

YES

YES

OVER nomogram 
treatment line

Yes

Yes

No

No

µ

These guidelines are not meant to be prescriptive. Each case should be considered 
individually. Health care professionals should use their clinical judgement to determine 
the most appropriate course of action. If in any doubt the Poisons Information Centre 
should be contacted. Prepared in consultation with Frank FS Daly‡, John S Fountain§, 
Lindsay Murray**, Andis Graudins†† and Nicholas A Buckley‡‡.

‡  Frank FS Daly, Clinical Toxicologist and Emergency Physician Royal Perth Hospital, Perth  WA 6009
§  John S Fountain, National Poisons Centre University of Otago, Dunedin, New Zealand
**   Lindsay Murray, Clinical Toxicologist and Emergency Physician Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital, Perth WA 6009
††  Andis Graudins, Medical Director, NSW Poison Information Centre The Childrens Hospital at Westmead, 

Westmead, 2145. Clinical Toxicologist and Emergency Physician,Prince of Wales Hospital,Randwick,  
NSW, 2031

‡ ‡   Nicholas A Buckley, A/Prof in Clinical Pharmacology & Toxicology The Australian National University 
Medical School, Canberra ACT 0200


