
MMC Practice Exam DRAFT

Xray Chest SAQ DRAFT ANSWERS

Trauma 

A 38 year old man is involved in a motor vehicle accident. He is complaining of chest 
pain. A chest Xray is obtained on arrival as part of the trauma series and is reproduced 
above. His vitals on arrival to your emergency department are:

- BP 135/82

- PR 105 beats per minute (sinus)

- RR 28

- SaO2 on room air 93%
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- Temperature 36.2 degrees Celsius

- GCS 15

1. List two positive findings and two negative findings on this x-ray (4 marks)

Positive - Pulmonary contusions, right clavicular #, accept right haemothorax IF 
pulmonary contusions noted

Negative - no rib #, no PTX, no pneumomediastinum, no s/c emphysema

2. What is the likely diagnosis of the lung findings on X-ray? (1 mark)

Pulmonary contusion (should specify right side for full marks to ensure recognition)

3. List three alternative differential diagnoses for the positive X-ray findings (3 marks)

Haemothorax

Pneumonia

Interstitial oedema / LVF

Intercostal vessel bleed

ARDS

4. List four immediate management priorities (4 marks)

ACCEPT:

Oxygen therapy

IV fluid resuscitation

Analgesia

Ventilation with NIV

Intubation (likely will require mechanical ventilation)

ICU / HDU admission

Surgical consultation
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Chest tube likely dangerous without CT however haemothorax possible DDx, 
therefore maximum 1/4 marks for part (3) rather than 0/4 marks.

Bold items mandatory - maximum 1/4 marks for part (3) if not both present.

5. List four complications associated with this diagnosis (4 marks)

ARDS

Respiratory failure

Atelectasis

Pneumonia

Hypoxia

TOTAL MARKS 16


